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as long as France and Prussia were on such bad terms. The
Conservatives gained the majority in the Chambers. Charles I.,
feeling himself unpopular, resigned himself to a Conservative
ministry, but occasionally tried to restore Bratiano until 1868.
Roumania went through a period of severe struggles inter-
spersed with outbreaks. In 1870 the Chamber officially ex-
pressed its sympathy with France, and the prince talked of ab-
dicating;* a demonstration in honour of the German victory
in-March, 1871, led to a riot in Bucharest. Finally by means of
a dissolution a Chamber was secured that was willing to support
a compromise Conservative ministry under Catargi, who con-
sented to govern in harmony with the prince. Order was re-
stored, and the Catargi ministry remained in^office until 1876.
For the first time a Chamber lived out its term.

Charles I. laboured to build up an army on the Prussian
model. He obtained a compulsory three-year -service; but, as
the budget would not permit the enrollment of the whole con-
tingent, it was divided into two sections, a standing army for
three years and a reserve, the dorobanzc, called out far periodical
practice. It thus formed an army of nearly 150,000 men in time
of war, provided with modern artillery imported from Germany.
This Roumanian army was to play a decisive part in the war
against the Turks.

The prince's position was strengthened. When the crisis of
the Ottoman Empire set in, Charles I. found himself strong
enough to pursue a national policy. His plan was to free Rou-
mania from Turkish sovereignty, which still made itself felt in
many offensive ways. The Porte refused to call the country
Roumania, to recognise her diplomatic agents in Turkey, or to
let them settle the affairs of Roumanian subjects. Charles I.
then shook off the Conservative party and, after trying a mixed
ministry, took a Liberal ministry under Bratiano in 1876, which,
with a short interruption in 1881 and several reconstructions,
lasted until 1888.

Roumania, having entered the war against the Sultan, joined
forces with Russia, who promised her the integrity of her terri-
tory. But in the peace Russia took Roumanian Bessarabia,
which she needed in order to reach the left bank of the Danube;

*In a private letter dated 1871 he complains of the inexperience of the
Roumanian people, who have " jumped from a despotic system to a most
liberal constitution," and who " have not the necessary strength of char-
acter for an almost republican form of government."